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Remarks 

Claims 1-1 1 are pending in this application. Claims 1-8 are withdrawn. Claims 9-1 1 stand 
rejected. 

Election/Restrictions 

During a telephone conversation on August 5, 2005 the undersigned attorney for the 
applicant made a provisional election with traverse to prosecute the invention of the method 
claims 9-11- Applicants hereby affirm this election and claims 1 -8 are withdrawn with the 
understanding that the applicants retain the tight to file a divisional application for these non- 
elected claims. 

Claim Rejections under 35 UAC8 102 

Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S,C§ 102(b) as being anticipated by Stroupe, et al. 
(U.S. 5,533,924). The Examiner contends that Stroupe teaches all the elements of claims 9-1 1 . 
In the penultimate step of claim 9, machining a flat pad engaging surface between the inner and outer 
surfaces opposite the carrier engaging surface is required. In reading this element, the Examiner 
pointed to the Stroupe reference and indicated that it requires machining a flat pad (back plate 3 1) 
engaging surface between the inner and outer surfaces. The Applicants contend that first, the 
reference does not specifically disclose machining the flat pad and second, that the flat pad is not 
located opposite the carrier engaging surface of the retaining ring. In fact, the back plate 3 1 in 
Stroupe is not even a part of retaining ring and therefore can not meet the criteria of machining a flat 
pad engaging surface of the retaining ring which is o pposite the carrier engaging surface as required 
by claim 9. Claim 9 has been amended to more clearly recite that the planar carrier engaging 
surface and the flat pad engaging surfaces are on the ring. Since the reference does not teach nor 
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suggest machining a flat pad engaging surface of the retaining ring which is opposite the carrier 
engaging surface, Applicants contend that the rejection is improper and reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C.§ 102(e) as being anticipated by Fruitman (U.S. 
6,264,540). The Examiner contends that Fruitman teaches all the elements of claims 9-11. Once 
again, in order to meet the requirements of claim 9, namely machining a flat pad engaging surface 
between the inner and outer surfaces o pposite the carrier engaging surface as recited in the 
penultimate step, the Examiner points to machining the bladder 14 in the Fruitman reference. The 
Applicants contend that this bladder does not meet the limitation of machining the flat pad engaging 
surface o pposite the carrier engaging surface and also contend that the Fruitman reference does not 
teach nor suggest mounting the unitary retaining ring to a fixture prior to that machining step and 
then demounting it thereafter from the fixture. Since this reference does not teach nor suggest 
several of the elements of claim 9, applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of 
this rejection under 35 U.S.C.§ 102(e) 
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Conclusion 

For all of the foregoing reasons and in view of the foregoing amendments, Applicants 
respectfully contend that the application is now in condition for allowance. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request entry of the foregoing amendments, reconsideration and 
allowance of claims no9- 1 1 7 and issuance of a Patent for the subject invention. If the Examiner 
wishes to discuss anything presented here in order to further prosecution of this application, she 
is invited to contact the undersigned attorney for the Applicants. Please charge any additional 
requisite fees relating to this amendment and response to Deposit Account No. 501581 . 

Respectfully submitted, 



Barley Snyder 




Customer No. 29450 Registration No. 39,090 

Attorney for Applicants 
Phone: (610)722-3899 
Facsimile: (610) 889-3696 
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